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MALTESE








�
TRANSLATION : Mrs. Peggy Davis.





ORIGIN : Central Mediterranean Area.





PATRONAGE : Italy.





DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THE ORIGINAL VALID STANDARD : 27.11.1989.





UTILIZATION :	Companion and Toy.


			


CLASSIFICATION F.C.I. :	Group	9	Companion and Toy Dogs.


	Section	1	Bichons and related 				Breeds.


	Without working trial.





BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY : His name does not signify that he originates from the island of Malta, because the adjective « Maltese » comes from the Semitic word « màlat » which means refuge or harbour; this Semitic root comes up again in a whole series of names of maritime places; i.e. in the name Adriatic island of Méléda, the Sicilian town of Melita and also in that of the island Malta.  The ancestors of this little dog lived in the ports and maritime cities of central Mediterranean, where they hunted mice and rats which were found in profusion in the harbour warehouses and in the hold of ships.  In his list of dogs existing at the time of Aristote (384 322 B.C.) he mentions a breed of little dogs to which he attributes the Latin name « canes melitenses ».  That dog was known in An
